
*See separate flowchart on 
human exposures for 
guidance when animal is not 
available for quarantine. 

Rabies Prevention Guidelines 
 

This flowchart can be used by rabies response partners or affected individuals to determine the best next steps in rabies prevention.  
 

“Exposure” is defined as a bite, scratch, or any contact with saliva or brain/nervous tissue through open cuts in the skin, scratches, or mucous 
membranes. Any possibility of contact with a bat is also considered a risk of rabies exposure, since bites or scratches from a bat can be too small 
to see or feel. If there is uncertainty around exposure (i.e. bat found in a child’s bedroom), proceed as if an exposure did occur.   

Type of exposure? Dog, cat or ferret 
exposed to wild mammal 

Person bitten 
by/exposed to 

dog, cat or ferret 

Person exposed to 
wild mammal  Report bite to animal control. 

 Do not give PEP. 

 Quarantine dog, cat or ferret for 10 
days, regardless of animal vaccine 
status.* Home quarantine OK. 

 Monitor animal for signs of rabies. 

Animal remains 
healthy with no 
signs of rabies 

End quarantine.  
PEP is NOT indicated. 

Animal shows signs 
of rabies or dies 

Test brain for 
rabies at UPHL 

Test 
POSITIVE 

Test 
NEGATIVE 

START PEP 

Is the wild mammal 
available for testing? 

No Yes 

Is the wild mammal 
available for testing? 

No Yes 

Test 
POSITIVE 

Test 
NEGATIVE 

Quarantine 
not required 

Test 
POSITIVE 

Test 
NEGATIVE 

PEP is NOT indicated 

Is there proof of prior 
rabies vaccine for the 

exposed animal? 

Yes 

45-day quarantine 

See separate 
quarantine 

requirements. 

No 

4-month strict isolation 
(6 months for ferret) 

Must be done in 
professional facility with 
NO HUMAN CONTACT. 

See separate quarantine 
requirements. 

START PEP 

If isolation facility is not 
available or isolation is not 
an option, the animal must 
be humanely euthanized. 

Squirrel, rabbit, 
rodents 

Raccoon, skunk, 
fox, or other 

carnivore 

Bat  
(includes uncertain 

exposures) 

Was the bite provoked? 
(includes feeding) 

No Yes 

Consult with 
epidemiologist 
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